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Africa Centre for Open Governance (AFRICOG)
American Jewish World Service (AJWS)

Amnesty International
Arab Human Rights Fund

Arcus Foundation
Bahrain Centre for Human Rights

Brot für die Welt
Business and Human Rights Resource Centre
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

Charities Aid Foundation
Dreilinden & German Institute for Human Rights (NHRD)

Ecumenical Women’s Initiative
Equality Myanmar

European Endowment for Democracy
European Foundation Centre

Ford Foundation
Front Line Defenders

Global Dialogue
Global Fund for Women
Heinrich Boell Stiftung

Hivos
International Center for Not-for-Profit Law

International Development Exchange (IDEX)
International Human Rights Funders Network 

International Network of Women’s Funds (INWF)
Kios Foundation

Mama Cash
Mediterranean Women’s Fund

Mott Foundation
National Endowment for Democracy

Nduna Foundation
Oak Foundation

Open Society Foundations (Brussels)
Open Society Initiative for Eastern Africa

Renewable Freedom
Right Livelihood Award Foundation

Rockefeller Brothers Fund
Semillas

Sigrid Rausing Trust
Slovak Czech Women’s Fund

Solidarity Now 
South Asia Women’s Fund

Southern Africa Trust
Stars Foundation

Stefan Batory Foundation
The Hungarian Civil Liberties Union

The Nexus Fund
Ukraine Women's Fund

Urgent Action Fund (UAF)
Wellspring Advisors

Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS)
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Visualisation by Foundation Center (foundationcenter.org) using 
data collected by ARIADNE.

The heat map shows, on the left, which levers civil 
society organisations and funders use and which are 
the most frequently used and, on the right, which 
regions they work in and which of those are the most 
favoured. The information was provided by those 
at the 2015 Funders’ Workshop on Challenging the 
Closing Space for Civil Society, which was organised 
by Ariadne–European Funders for Social Change and 
Human Rights, the International Human Rights Funders 
Group, and the European Foundation Centre.

Funders’ Initiative on 
Closing Space for Civil Society

LEVER & REGION 
HEAT MAP KEY

LEVER KEY

Developing approaches to  
bridge international norm-setting 
with domestic legal reform

Countering the impact of 
counterterrorism policies on  
civil society

Advocacy to strengthen  
the diplomatic response to  
civil society pushback 

International 
development 

Economic 
interests

Strengthening the long-term  
security and resilience of human 
rights defenders and NGOs 

Strengthening and diversifying 
counter-narratives around civil 
society’s value 

Greatest

Reverse the order of these

Least

Levers least/most used by civil 
society organisations and funders

Greatest

Least

Regions in which civil society organisations and funders most/least focus their Closing Space work

The data represented was provided by civil society organisations and funders
(see list) attending the 2015 Funders’ Workshop on Challenging the Closing Space for 
Civil Society, hosted by Ariadne, the International Human Rights Funders Group, and the 
European Foundation Centre. 

Data is visualised on this heat map to illustrate:
- which levers (drivers/strategies) organisations use least/most to address Closing Space
- in which regions they are most/leased focused
- how/where organisations share strategic and geographic commonalities and priorities
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The International Human Rights Funders Group
The European Foundation Centre

Visualisation by Foundation Center (foundationcenter.org)
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